Hepatocellular carcinoma growing in the pulmonary arteries, complicated with venous thrombosis.
A case of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) complicated with vascular invasion of the portal vein, hepatic vein, and pulmonary artery, accompanied by inferior vena caval and renal vein thrombosis, is reported. The patient was a 38-year-old female, positive in serum HBsAg and anti-HBe. Because portal trunk thrombosis was pointed out at the first diagnosis, incomplete transcatheter hepatic arterial embolization was carried out three times and one-shot therapy of anti-cancer agent given once. Four months after the first therapy, the patient died of oliguria and hypotension of sudden onset. The autopsy revealed not only intrahepatic vascular invasion but also tumor growth in the bilateral pulmonary arteries and thrombosis from the inferior vena cava to both renal veins unaccompanied by right atrial growth. Because the renal vein was thrombosed and HCC was accompanied by vascular invasion, especially pulmonary arterial invasion, the patient was thought to have become oliguric and hypotensive before severe hepatic failure. The metastatic tumor had grown in the pulmonary trunk without intra-atrial expansion because of the histological tight junction between the tumor and the wall of that vessel.